
  02/15/05 

RFID in 2005: 
Technology and Industry Perspectives 

 
April 6, 2005 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
 

U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, Washington D.C. 20230 

 
 
 
 
• The Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration and the Technology Administration held a workshop in April 2004 titled 
From RFID to Smart Dust: The Expanding Market for Wireless Sensor Technologies, looking 
at the market, the uses, and the policy issues related Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) 
technologies. (http://www.ntia.doc.gov/forums/sensors/index.html) 
• RFID in 2005: Technology and Industry Perspectives follows the 2004 workshop and 
aims to engage stakeholders and industry in discussions about the potential of the technology 
and its policy implications. 
 
Purpose:   
 
A forum for the private sector to discuss the latest advances in RFID technology to include: 
the benefits of RFID, technology development efforts, current and future applications, and 
privacy and security considerations.   
 
Background: 
 
• RFID technology applications have the immense potential to enhance commerce, personal 
and business security, and government and business processes.  Market estimates for RFID 
applications range from about $1 billion in 2004 to almost $5 billion by 2008, with about 30% 
of all capital goods carrying RFID tags by 2008.  This has important implications for 
businesses and consumers.   
• Introduction of RFID technology into the marketplace requires an explanation of the 
benefits of the technology and discussions about actual and perceived challenges.  In the case 
of RFID: technical standards, spectrum, international operability, implementation costs, data 
privacy and security considerations are part of the current discourse on RFID.   
• In particular, policy debates both in the U.S. and abroad indicate that much of the concern 
over RFID is regarding the acceptable use of data, not the technology.  If ignored, privacy 
concerns about the capabilities and use of RFID products could become a significant factor 
adversely affecting the deployment of RFID. 
• The Department of Commerce wants to use this workshop opportunity to ensure that 
RFID industry concerns and views are heard and that accurate information about the features 
and abilities of RFID are disseminated. 
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Format:  
 
• Half-day workshop 
• Panelists will give brief presentations on their development, use, or management of RFID 

technology. 
 
Expected Outcomes: 
 
• Educate stakeholders and policymakers about the benefits of RFID technology, 

technology development efforts, current and future applications, and privacy and security 
considerations. 

• Understand industry’s experiences in implementing RFID technologies. 
 
Information:   
 
Dr. Sujata Millick, sujata.millick@technology.gov, 202-482-6804 
Ms. Andrea Da Silva, andrea.dasilva@technology.gov, 202-482-0383 
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Workshop Agenda 
 
9:00 – 9:05 am Welcome and Opening Remarks  

Phillip J. Bond, Under Secretary of Commerce for Technology 
Michael D. Gallagher, Assistant Secretary of Commerce for 
Communications and Information 

 
9:05 – 9:25 am Scene-setter: RFID in 2005 

• The Technology and its Maturation (10 minutes) 
• Applications, Timelines of RFID Deployment and Mandates (10 

minutes) 
 
9:30 – 11:30 am Industry Perspectives 

 
• Panel 1 – Hardware Industry (Tag/Reader Companies) 
• Panel 2 – Middleware Industry (Software/Data Management 

Companies) 
• Panel 3 – Suppliers 
• Panel 4 – Retailers 
 
Suggested Discussion Questions: 
1. Describe your company’s use, planned use, or development of 

RFID or RFID-related technology, the benefits to your company or 
industry from RFID, and timeframes of deployment. 

2. What are some challenges your company or industry faces with 
RFID, what’s successful and why, what isn’t working, and why? 

3. To what extent do you expect the overall uptake of RFID 
technology in your industry to evolve or grow in the next 2-3 years? 

4. Is customer outreach or education an aspect of RFID deployment 
for your company or industry? 

 
11:30 – 11:45 am Break 
 
11:45 – 12:45 pm Privacy and Security – Challenges and Best Practices 

 
Suggested Discussion Questions 
1. What security measures are in place at the RFID system and 

machine/network level? 
2. What data collection and data handling policies are in effect with 

your RFID implementations? 
3. What information-sharing practices do you utilize with your 

industry partners, stakeholders, or customers? 
 
12:45 – 1:00 pm Conclusion and Wrap-up 

 3



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


